Shifting the focus from cost to value: a government perspective.
To examine the federal government.s current health care initiatives in the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to improve quality of care and cost-effectiveness around the prescription drug benefit. The government has a unique perspective on quality and outcome. Pharmacists need a working knowledge of 3 areas: (1) Medicare Part D, (2) medication therapy management efforts, and (3) demonstration projects. All of these will make demands on health care providers but should result in better outcomes data and patient care. All of these areas also have value components, and all have strategic implications as 2006 moves into 2007. CMS does not consider managing cost and providing value to be mutually exclusive and is attempting to move America.s health care toward a value-based program.